288                           SAHBAUND.

The amusements of this day are chiefly con-
fined to the Court: I have not observed much
notice taken of it in private life.

The last month of the periodical rains is
called Sahbaund. There is a custom observed
by the Mussulmaun population, the origin of
which has never been clearly explained to me;
some say it is in remembrance of the Prophet
Elisha or Elijah, and commences the first Fri-
day of Sahbaund, and is followed up every suc-
ceeding Friday through this concluding month
of the rainy season.

This ceremony may have had its origin with
devout persons willing to honour or to invoke
the Prophet Elijah, who, as our Scripture in-
forms us, " prayed, and the clouds gave no rain
for the space of three years; and again he prayed
and the heavens were opened to his prayer."
Or in that of Elisha parting the waters with
the mantle of Elijah, after succeeding him in
the Prophetic office, 2 Kings ii. 14 ; or a still
more probable event, calculated to excite the